
                                                                                                                  
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 

Preserve Rhode Island holds preservation easement to permanently protect 
Preservation Society of Pawtucket property 
 

Preserve Rhode Island (PRI) and the Preservation Society of Pawtucket (PSP) are pleased to 
announce that on April 4, 2019 the permanent protection of the 1828 Joseph Spaulding House 
was secured through a historic preservation easement. The well-preserved home is located at 
30 Fruit Street in the historic Quality Hill section of Pawtucket. The easement, held by PRI, 
protects the property from development and preserves the exterior and select interior features 
of the house forever.  
 
Following the execution of the easement, the PSP transferred ownership of the property to 
private buyers who are required to adhere to the easement – as are all future owners. The 
easement, which PRI will monitor annually, also requires owners to maintain the building in 
good condition and abide by historic preservation standards.  
 
The house was sold on April 5, 2019. Proceeds from sale will cover PSP’s costs for easement 
preparation and costs associated with sale of the property, PRI’s easement stewardship fund, 
and the remaining divided between PSP and the Pawtucket Public Library, specifically for the 
purpose of maintaining Betty Johnson’s history research collection.   
 
In 2017, after five years of struggling to operate the house as a meeting place and Airbnb 
rental, the PSP investigated options for other sustainable, nonprofit uses. In 2018, the PSP 
concluded that sale of the property with an easement and transfer to a private owner was the 
best way to ensure its long-term preservation. With the property protected and under new 
ownership, PSP can refocus its volunteer efforts on providing public programs that focus on its 
core mission to identify, promote, and encourage the preservation of noteworthy historical and 
architectural resources of Pawtucket. 
 
Valerie Talmage, Executive Director of PRI, and Barbara Zdravesky, President of PSP, issued a 
joint statement upon execution of the easement and sale of the property: 
 
“Preserve Rhode Island and the Preservation Society of Pawtucket recognize the historical and 
architectural significance of the well-preserved Joseph Spaulding House and believe the 
permanent protection of the property through a historic preservation easement and 
subsequent sale to a private homeowner both honor Betty Johnson’s wishes to preserve the 
house and continue to allow the public to appreciate the historic setting and architecture of this 
19th century home.” 
 

https://www.preserveri.org/


                                                                                                                  
 

 
About the Joseph Spaulding House 
In 1827, Joseph Spaulding, a cabinetmaker from Plainfield, CT, purchased two lots on the corner 
of South and what is now 30 Fruit Street, and began constructing his house, a 1 1/2 story 
Federal-style cottage, five bays wide, with a side gable roof and a large central chimney.  He 
and his family lived here from 1828 to 1835. 
 
The Spaulding House is a well-preserved example of an early 19th century Federal-style cottage.     
Now located in a densely developed neighborhood of late 19th and 20th century houses, the 
Spaulding House and landscaped double lot illustrate Pawtucket’s early architectural history 
and development.  The house’s historic and architectural significance was recognized in 
October 1976 with its inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
About Preserve Rhode Island 
Preserve Rhode Island is Rhode Island’s statewide advocate for historic places.  The 63-year-old 
nonprofit provides guidance for local preservation groups, finds productive and adaptive reuses 
for threatened buildings, advocates for the revitalization of historic places to stimulate local 
economies and engages the community through public programs at Lippitt House Museum.  
 
About the Preservation Society of Pawtucket 
Founded in 1978, the Preservation Society of Pawtucket is a donor-supported, not-for-profit 
community organization devoted to identifying, promoting, and encouraging the preservation 
of noteworthy historical and architectural resources of Pawtucket, Rhode Island. 
 
Organizational Contact Information: 
Debra Sansone 
Marketing and Communications 
Preserve Rhode Island 
401-272-5101 x202 
dsansone@preserveri.org 
 
Barbara Zdravesky  
President  
Preservation Society of Pawtucket  
401.725.9581 
pawtucketpreservation@gmail.com  
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