
                                                                                            
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
Transfer of Blithewold Mansion, Gardens & Arboretum Ownership 
 

Preserve Rhode Island and Blithewold, Inc. are pleased to announce that on March 26, 2019 
Preserve Rhode Island transferred ownership of Blithewold Mansion, Gardens and Arboretum 
in Bristol, R.I., to Blithewold, Inc.   
 
Blithewold Mansion, Gardens & Arboretum is one of the finest waterfront estates in New 
England open to the public. The property comprises a 45-room mansion, multiple gardens, a 
nationally recognized arboretum with specimen trees, a bamboo grove, a greenhouse and the 
10-acre Great Lawn that slopes to the entrance of Bristol Harbor with a sweeping view of the 
East Passage of Narragansett Bay.   
 
Preserve Rhode Island (formerly the Heritage Foundation of Rhode Island) has owned and 
stewarded the historic property since 1976, when owner Marjorie Lyons bequeathed it to the 
nonprofit organization.  It opened the home and grounds to the public in 1978. Blithewold, Inc. 
has managed the historic site through a long-term lease arrangement with Preserve Rhode 
Island since 1999. 
 
To assure that the property will be permanently protected, Preserve Rhode Island will hold a 
comprehensive conservation and historic preservation easement. The easement will preserve 
the property and ensure that any changes to the structures and grounds will be done according 
to national preservation standards. 
 
Valerie Talmage, Executive Director of Preserve Rhode Island, and Karen Binder, Executive 
Director of Blithewold, Inc. issued a joint statement upon the closing. 
 
“Preserve Rhode Island and Blithewold, Inc. share a deep appreciation for this unique property. 
It is a national treasure entrusted to our care here in Rhode Island. The Boards of Directors of 
both organizations are to be commended for their forethought in restructuring the ownership 
of this remarkable property in a way that significantly strengthens our joint commitment to 
protect and preserve Blithewold for public use for generations to come. Careful thought went 
into designing the easement to preserve this precious place forever. We are confident this 
heightened level of protection for her family’s beloved Blithewold would have delighted 
Marjorie Lyon.”  
 
Preserve Rhode Island is Rhode Island’s statewide advocate for historic places.  The 63-year-old 
nonprofit provides guidance for local preservation groups, finds productive and adaptive reuses 
for threatened buildings, advocates for the revitalization of historic places to stimulate local 
economies and engages the community through public programs at Lippitt House Museum.  

https://www.preserveri.org/
https://www.preserveri.org/lippitt-house-museum


                                                                                            
 

 

 
Blithewold’s mission is to preserve and share the horticulture, history, and beauty of Blithewold 
as an authentic example of the Country Place era with the founding family’s distinctive 
waterfront arboretum, gardens, mansion and collections. 
 
Organizational Contact Information: 
 
Debra Sansone 
Marketing and Communications 
Preserve Rhode Island 
401-272-5101 x202 
dsansone@preserveri.org 
 
Karen Binder 
Executive Director 
Blithewold Mansion, Gardens & Arboretum 
401-253-2707 ext. 12 
kbinder@blithewold.org 
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