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Sachuest Landscape Project to Bury Power Lines Nearly Complete 

Celebration scheduled for May 12, 2017 at 10 a.m. 

Sachuest Point National Wildlife Refuge 

 

(Middletown, RI).  After four years in the making, a project to bury the utility lines along the 

iconic Sachuest Point (or Second Beach) landscape is nearly complete. The Aquidneck Land 

Trust, Preserve Rhode Island, The Preservation Society of Newport County, and the U.S. Fish & 

Wildlife Service announced that the final stage of removing the poles will take place over the 

next few weeks.  

 

Project costs totaled approximately $1.23 million. The project was funded through a generous 

public-private partnership between the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the van Beuren 

Charitable Foundation with additional support from the Prince Charitable Trusts and the 

Easton’s Point Neighborhood Association.  
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This effort has restored one of Rhode Island’s most significant scenic resources: the coastline of 

historic Paradise Valley, more commonly known as Second Beach or Sachuest. Burying the 

utility lines not only restored the historic views that inspired renown artists like John LaFarge 

and George Bellows to paint the landscape, it has also increased coastal resiliency, enhanced 

pedestrian safety, and improved utility infrastructure.  

 

The Aquidneck Land Trust, Preserve Rhode Island, and The Preservation Society of Newport 

County dedicated the past four years to building support and raising funds to bring this project to 

fruition. More than $275,000 was raised by the partners. Brought together by a shared focus on 

preserving and enhancing the visual quality of Aquidneck Island’s historic and natural places, 

the three organizations established the Scenic Aquidneck initiative. 

 

The $275,000 donations were matched with $950,000 from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

who oversaw the construction of the new underground utilities and removal of above ground 

power poles. Funds secured by the Service were allocated under the Disaster Relief 

Appropriation Act which Rhode Island Senators Jack Reed and Sheldon Whitehouse played an 

instrumental role in passing.   

 

The Second Beach and Sachuest Point National Wildlife Refuge area is one of the most 

significant landscapes in Rhode Island. However, the historic views and scenic character of this 

landscape were highly compromised by numerous overhead utility lines and poles. With 

cooperation and support from the Town of Middletown, the utilities were relocated below 

ground, restoring historic vistas of one of Rhode Island’s leading cultural landscapes for the first 

time in decades. 

 

In addition to improving scenic views along Hanging Rock Road and Sachuest Point Road, the 

Sachuest project provides a safer, more scenic place for the numerous cyclists, beach-goers, 

surfers, birdwatchers, and others that visit Second Beach as well as the Norman Bird 

Sanctuary, USFWS Sachuest Point National Wildlife Refuge, St. George’s School, Purgatory 

Chasm, and other nearby sites. The project strengthened infrastructure and increased the 

resiliency of the area to weather coastal storms. 

 

Second and Third Beach, the USFWS Sachuest Point National Wildlife Refuge, Norman Bird 

Sanctuary, and the adjacent land connecting these sites attracts a substantial number of visitors 



 

 

annually; Second Beach is the largest economic revenue source for the Town of Middletown. 

Eliminating overhead utilities, and the visual clutter they create, will positively impact a broad 

audience and restore some of the scenic character of this important cultural landscape. 

 

The Norman Bird Sanctuary coordinated a large volunteer effort to replant much of the disturbed 

area with beach grass. Over 65 local volunteers planted over 50,000 beach grass plugs which 

will greatly enhance the scenic quality of the area.  

 

A community celebration is scheduled for Friday, May 12, at 10 a.m. at the USFWS Sachuest 

Point National Wildlife Refuge. The event is free and open to the public. All are encouraged to 

attend and mark the completion of this project, which will benefit the Aquidneck Island 

community for years to come.  

 

About the Coalition 

The Scenic Aquidneck Initiative is focused on preserving and enhancing the visual quality of 

Aquidneck Island’s natural and cultural resources. It is an island-wide resource for improving 

gateways, historic landscapes and structures, key corridors, scenic views, and coastline for the 

benefit of the Newport, Middletown, and Portsmouth communities. www.scenicaquidneck.org 

 


