
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

The Scenic Aquidneck Coalition Announces Project to Bury Utilities Along 
Middletown's Third Beach and Paradise Valley 

 

Project to benefit the community by increasing resiliency and enhancing the landscape’s scenic 

and historic qualities  

 

MIDDLETOWN, RI (June 2, 2020) — Today, the Scenic Aquidneck Coalition announced a 

project to bury power and communication lines along Third Beach Road and Indian Avenue in 

Middletown, Rhode Island. Inspired by the 2017 Second Beach project, the Scenic 

Third Beach Project aims to promote coastal resiliency, restore the historic landscape and 

enhance the area’s scenic appeal. Yesterday, the project received unanimous approval from the 

Middletown Town Council. Planning for the project has been underway for nearly two years. 

The project’s launch, just as Rhode Island begins to reopen from the COVID-19 shutdown, is a 

hopeful signal of revitalization and recovery. 

 

The project area along Third Beach Road and Indian Avenue, located in Middletown’s south 

coast, has been known as “Paradise Valley” since the 18th century. The region is nationally 

recognized for its history, beauty and wildlife. Once the aboveground utilities are removed, the 

community will benefit from enhanced scenic views, a restored historic landscape and improved 

resiliency during hurricanes, coastal storms and flooding. The project will eliminate 77 utility 

poles and bury utilities along a 1.2-mile stretch of roadway.  Construction is anticipated to begin 

later this month. 

 

The Scenic Third Beach Project is facilitated by the Scenic Aquidneck Coalition, a collaboration 

of nonprofit partners working on projects that enhance and preserve the visual quality of 

Aquidneck Island’s natural and cultural resources. The Coalition is led by Preserve Rhode 

Island, The Preservation Society of Newport County and the Aquidneck Land Trust. 

 

“Aquidneck Island is a beautiful place with a rich history, and no place more so than the Paradise 

Valley,” said Trudy Coxe, Executive Director, The Preservation Society of Newport County. 

“The Scenic Third Beach Project is a tangible way to preserve and enhance the character of this 

iconic place, now and for generations to come. In these times, it is very rewarding to participate 

in a project that will leave such a lasting legacy.” 

 

“As a coalition of nonprofit organizations, we are focused on the goal of enhancing the visual 

quality and resilience of Aquidneck Island,” said Valerie Talmage, Executive Director, Preserve 

Rhode Island. “Ultimately, we can accomplish much more as a coalition than we ever could 

individually. We are excited that this project is being advanced now: as Rhode Islanders, we are 

uplifted to join together on a project that will refresh spirits in a beloved place where so many 

people connect to history and nature.” 

 

  

https://www.scenicaquidneck.org/about
https://www.scenicaquidneck.org/third-beach
https://www.scenicaquidneck.org/third-beach
https://middletownri.com/business/government/town-council/
https://www.preserveri.org/
https://www.preserveri.org/
https://www.newportmansions.org/
https://ailt.org/


 
 

More than ninety percent of the $3.8 million project is being funded through private donations 

raised from philanthropic individuals as well as a grant from the van Beuren Charitable 

Foundation. These private donations anchor the project. The Scenic Aquidneck Coalition hopes 

that many people who love the Paradise Valley and Third Beach will also support the project by 

contributing gifts, large and small. In addition, a grant request through the Climate Resiliency 

program is currently under consideration by the R.I. Department of Environmental Management. 

 

“We all have a role to play in preserving the beauty and essence of the lands we enjoy,” said 

Chuck Allott, Executive Director, Aquidneck Land Trust. “Among other benefits, this effort will 

enhance the scenic quality of conserved land that is used and enjoyed by the public at Third 

Beach and the Norman Bird Sanctuary, two very special places that will be further improved by 

this project.” 

 

With the recent approval from the Middletown Town Council, construction is scheduled to begin 

in June and will be conducted to minimize interference with beach traffic. For more information 

and to make a donation, please visit ScenicAquidneck.org. 

 

About the Scenic Aquidneck Coalition 

 

The Scenic Aquidneck Coalition is focused on enhancing and preserving the visual quality of 

Aquidneck Island’s natural and cultural resources. A collaboration of three nonprofit partners –

Preserve Rhode Island, The Preservation Society of Newport County and the Aquidneck Land 

Trust – the Coalition brings together resources to execute projects for the benefit of the island’s 

communities. Learn more about their work at ScenicAquidneck.org 

 

Media Contacts:   

Preserve Rhode Island 

Valerie Talmage 

(401) 272 – 5101 x 203 

vtalmage@preserveri.org 

 

Gretchen Markert 

Aquidneck Land Trust 

(401) 849-2799, ext. 13 

gmarkert@ailt.org 

 

Gary Ruff 

The Preservation Society of Newport County 

office (401) 847-1000, ext. 128 

cell (401) 439-7804 

GRuff@NewportMansions.org 
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